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What is the Nebraska Field Ofice Technical Guide (NE-FOTG ?

The Nebraska Field Ofice Technical Guide (NE-FOTG is the basic reference too
used to acconplish the Natural Resources Conservation Service m ssion

The mi ssion of the Natural Resources Conservation Service is to provide

| eadershi p and adm ni ster progranms to hel p peopl e conserve, inprove and sustain
our natural resources and environnent. Fulfilling this mssion is everyone's
responsibility. It requires the input and cooperation of all individuals
concerned with natural resource conservation in Nebraska.

The NE-FOTG contains technical reference material to be used when planning,
desi gni ng, applying, and nai ntai ni ng conservation practices.

The NE-FOTG is designed to be used by technically trained persons who are
provi di ng conservation planning and application assistance. |t contains

techni cal information about the conservation of soil, water, air, plant, and
ani mal resources.

The NE-FOTG is housed in each USDA-NRCS field office and is |ocalized so that it
specifically applies to that geographic area. It is a dynanic and flexible

docunent that is regularly revised and updated as needed to reflect changing
concerns.

The NE- FOTG provi des:

- Interpretations of resource use and potential productivity within levels
of managenent intensity and conservation treatnent.

- Technical information for achieving technical standards and | and users
obj ecti ves.

- Interdisciplinary planning infornmation for the wi se use of natura
resour ces.

- A basis for identifying proper Conservation Managenent Systens (CMVB).

- Criteria to evaluate the adequacy of a candi date Resource Managenent
System (RM5) to neet quality standards for resource managemnent.

- Standards for conservation practices, including requirenents of state and
| ocal regul ations.

- Information for eval uating and conparing the econonic feasibility of
conservation practices for RVS' s, Acceptable Managenent Systens (AMS' s), etc.

Contents of the NE-FOTG

The NE- FOTG contains five sections:



Section |
- Ceneral Resource References

Section I
- Soil and Site Information

Section |11
- Conservation Managenent Systens

Section |V
- Practice Standards and Specifications

Section V
- Conservation Effects

CGeneral Description of Each Section of the NE-FOTG

Section | - GCeneral Resource References

Section | lists references, cost data, maps, erosion prediction, climatic data,
cul tural resources, threatened and endangered species, and other infornmation for
use i n naking deci sions about resource use and conservati on nanagenent. The
actual references listed are to be filed, to the extent possible, in the sane

| ocation as the NE-FOTG

Section Il - Soil and Site Information

Local soils are described and interpreted to hel p nmake deci si ons about use and
managenment of land. Soil characteristics that Iinmt or affect |and use and
managenent are identified and soils are rated according to linitations,
capability, suitability, and/or potential. Interpretations include

rel ati onships of soils to natural plant communities for managenent of rangel ands
and cropl ands.

Section IIl - Conservation Managenent Systens

This section provides information for devel opi ng Resource Managenent Systens
(RVM5's) to prevent or treat problens associated with soil, water, air, and
rel ated plant and ani mal resources. Guidance is also provided for devel opi ng
Accept abl e Managenent Systens (AMS's) when econonic, social, or cultura
constraints prohibit RVS devel opnent. This section describes the resource
consi derations and their acceptable levels of quality criteria. Al
conservation planni ng assi stance provided to resource users will be directed
toward achi eving the objective of natural resource protection that prevents
degradation and permits sustainabl e use.

Section IV - Practice Standards and Specifications

This section describes the standards and specifications for conservation
practices used in the field office. Practice standards establish the m ninum

| evel of acceptable quality for planning, designing, installing, operating, and
mai nt ai ni ng conservation practices.



Practice specifications describe the technical requirements necessary to instal
a practice to function properly.

Section V - Conservation Effects

The information in this section forns the basis for formulating and eval uating
Conservati on Managenent Systens that are responsive to resource concerns. The
data applies to all NRCS prograns and is dependent upon the conservation

pl anni ng di sciplines for input.

Conservation Effects for Decision Making (CED) with qualified or narratively
described effects for each of the listed resources are in this section. Case
studi es identifying and docunenti ng nmanagenent systens are al so included here.

Updati ng of the NE-FOTG

Updati ng of the NE-FOTG shall be done in accordance with the procedures outlined
in General Manual (GW), Part 401 and associ ated Nebraska GM suppl erment s.

Technical CGuide Notices are used to transnmt new materials, supplenents, and
revisions to the NE-FOTG. The Directive Tabul ati on Sheet | ocated i mediately
behind this General Information is used to tract the NE-FOTG noti ces.

Record the followi ng information for each Technical Guide Notice received:
- Notice Number (These should be consecutive.)

- Issue Date.

- Section(s) and page nunber(s) affected by the change.

- Initials of person filing the notice.

Attachnents to the Technical Cuide Notice are to be filed in accordance with the
i nstructions contained in the notice. The Technical Guide Notice may be
destroyed when the instructions and required actions have been conpl et ed.

GUI DELI NES FOR COVPLETI NG PARTS | AND Il OF THE FI ELD OFFI CE TECHNI CAL GUI DE
CHANGE TRANSM TTAL SHEET

Rat her than conpl eti ng suggested wordi ng/text changes in part | of the
Transmittal Sheet, there are two options to nake proposed changes direct to the
appropriate pages of the FOIG wusing method | or method Il. Wen either of

t hese nethods are used for conpleting part | of the transmittal sheet, a
reference nust be nade in part to the Mcrosoft Word UNIX file or to the
attached FOTG pages which edits are nade on. Part Il of the Transmittal Sheet

al so needs to be conpleted. Thorough docunentati on and adequat e supporting data
for the proposed FOTG changes will need to be included in part II.

ALTERNATI VE METHODS FOR COVPLETI NG PART | OF FOTG CHANGE TRANSM TTAL SHEET

METHOD |. Direct edits to Mcrosoft Wrd FOTG UNI X fil es.



a) Request UNI X file of appropriate FOTG section/

pages/ st andard/ specification etc. fromthe FOTG Coordi nator in the State
O fice Resources Conservation section. This request can be via conmputer mail or
normal correspondence. Conputer nmail requests should be sent to
nkucer a@e. nrcs. usda. gov.

b) The appropriate FOTG UNI X file will be sent via uuto comand to your
| ogi n.

c) UNI X files will be picked up by typing uupick at the UNI X pronpt and
entering mwhen a question mark appears. You nust be in the directory you w sh
the file to be located in.

d) Edit the docunent in Mcrosoft Wrd using the "Revision" feature. Text
that is changed and/or new will display on the screen in UPPERCASE. Text that is
deleted will print as strike-through over the text. A vertical line will appear

in the margin identifying areas that have been edited.

To use Revi sion:

1. Choose Format revision-Mrks Options.

2. In the "add revision marks" field, select Yes

3. In the "inserted text" field, specify Uppercase for the format
needed for inserted text.

4, In the "revision bar position" specify left.

5. Press ENTER to turn on revision marks. To renmind you that revision

marks are turned on, Mcrosoft Wbrd displays the indicator MR in the status
l'ine.



6. Inserted text can sinply be entered. Text to be replaced or del eted
will first need to be highlighted, and second have a strike-through inserted by
pressing the del ete key when the correct text is highlighted.

e) The edited Mcrosoft Wrd file should be sent via computer by using the
followi ng instructions:

1. Make sure you are located in the UNI X directory that the M crosoft
Wrd file you wish to send is |ocated in.

2. To return your edits via conputer type uuto -mfil enane

nesnet! cderi cks or nesnet!nkucera at the UN X pronpt.

METHOD II. Part | of the FOIG Change Transnmittal Sheet should include suggested
updates. Include with this transmttal a photocopy of the appropriate FOTG
pages, with suggested edits marked in red. |Included for your use is a blank

copy of the Field Ofice Technical CGuide Change Transmittal Sheet. The
transmittal sheet and attached FOTG pages shoul d be sent to the Resource
Conservationi st or Assistant State Conservationi st/ Technol ogy- CP&A

Ref erence GVt 450, NE Anendnent 3, COctober 1993 for additional infornation.



